Extract from “The Examiner” (Launceston, Tasmania), 15th March 1855 (page 15):

CORNWALL AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY

Perhaps the most interesting and best attended meeting of the Cornwall Auxiliary Bible Society was held last evening to receive the deputation sent out by the parent society. The Temperance Hall was filled and the sympathy of the audience seemed to be thoroughly awakened. The ministers of all the protestant denominations in town were present and several from the country.  W. Henty, Esq., occupied the chair supported on his left by the Rev M H Beecher, and on his right by Dr Charles, the two gentlemen forming the deputation.

At the request of the chairman the Rev C Price, secretary to the society, read the (annual) report.

The Rev J Innes (Wesleyan) in moving the first resolution (asked) could the meeting in good conscience approve of the report? He felt that the achievements of that auxiliary during the last year were not what they ought to have been, or what they might have been. However, he hoped the resolution would be adopted unanimously, with a resolve to do more for that noble society which seeks to elevate our common humanity, and to point the way to eternal life.

Although now more than fifty years old, it has no signs of decrepitude or decay; and as during that period, notwithstanding the difficulties it has had to contend with, it has made the records of inspired truth accessible to more than six hundred million human beings, now that it is in an efficient working state what may not be expected from the next fifty years? (applause).  The friends of the society ought not, and must not rest until the Bible is translated into all the languages of our babel earth, and circulated in every part of the world.

The Rev W Law (independent) in seconding the motion considered the present age as pre-eminently one for circulating the word of God; and though great things had been accomplished, it was principally in Europe: how little had been done amongst the heathen. There was a famine of the Word of God, and Christians should not rest until every perishing sinner was in possession of the Bible. It is a book that must be co-existent with the world: its truths must live forever. If there was one thing in this world that he could desire to take with him (into eternity) it would be the Bible. He sometimes thought that it would be pleasing to read the Word of God (in heaven) and to compare his knowledge then with his knowledge now (applause).

The Rev A Stackhouse (episcopalian), said it was his privilege to move the principal resolution of the evening. The first part of it referred to the success of the British and Foreign Bible Society, which the speaker illustrated by stating that the society had its origin in the desire which the grandfather of Dr Charles entertained to provide cheap Bibles for Wales, and now it has its agents all over the world; and whatever might be the object sought – whether missions to India, or Africa, or for the Jews, - all obtain assistance from that blessed, that glorious society (applause), and when the meeting remembered what had been done, their hearts would respond in gratitude to Almighty God.

The Rev C Price remarked that (the society) would be assisted if its friends would only devote a little time in establishing depots and collecting subscriptions; he considered that the society had lost L400 within the last four years for want of collecting. He hoped that a fresh impetus to energy and zeal would be given.

The Rev M.H. Beecher rose to address the meeting and was met with much Christian enthusiasm. (He) greeted the meeting in the name of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and in the name of the Lord God of the Bible. He explained that in Britain Bible Society established districts of twenty to thirty houses each to which collectors were appointed, whose duty it was to enquire if any want existed for the scriptures and to collect any free subscriptions that might be presented. There were about 30,000 collectors, the larger part of whom, all honour to them, were ladies.

(Rev Beecher then gave many examples of how the Bible had changed lives-Ed)

In Italy….sixty thousand copies had been circulated and it was hoped many were looking to Christ for salvation (applause). To show that the Bible was not altogether a neglected book, he might quote the following incident. A gentleman called at an Italian’s house, and in the course of conversation asked if he had a Bible. The Italian, perhaps thinking his interrogator was some emissary of police, gave an evasive answer; but the Englishman pressed the question, adding – “if you have not, you should get one.”  “Come with me,” said the other, leading the way into another apartment, in the floor of which a piece of board was moveable. Upon removing the board, the gentleman found a Bible; “but do you read it?” he continued.  “You shall see,” replied the Italian, and calling his family in, he sat down at the head of the table, and opening the Bible he read the first verse of the 103rd psalm; his wife took up the second verse from memory, his eldest daughter the third, and so on until the whole had been repeated. “You see, sir,” he said, addressing the Englishman, “we read the bible, and not only so, but if they succeed in taking it from us they cannot take it out of our hearts.”

This recalled to his memory an incident connected with a little boy at one of the ragged schools in Ireland.  The little fellow had got a bible, and had committed a good deal of it to memory; but one day his bible was taken away from him. The poor boy was very much grieved when he found out his loss, and cried a great deal, but at last he said – “Never mind, mother, they can’t take away the fifteen chapters that I have learnt” (loud applause).

“Have we,” said Mr Beecher, “the word of God written not with ink, but on the fleshly tables of the heart, with the finger of God? I could address you on matters such as these until tomorrow’s dawn, but I am anxious that my dear brother should have the same privilege I have had.”

In closing, Rev Beecher solemnly exhorted his hearers to live now as they would wish they had lived when they came to die: live for eternity; be faithful, be diligent. “And oh, in that day when God shall close the present dispensation, and all kingdoms shall be summoned to His tribunal, may my soul and the souls of all who hear me now rejoice before His throne, arrayed in the righteousness of His son” (applause).

Dr Charles next rose and was received in the same cordial manner as his brother labourer. He felt quite overwhelmed. His brother had more nerve than he, but still he must brace up (applause). The deputation had been called honoured, and verily they were so. They sought not personal honor, but it was in their capacity of representatives of that glorious institution they had come to advocate (applause). They felt the responsibility of their own position. The fact of having come sixteen thousand miles for the Bible Society involved a very great responsibility, and the feeling he then entertained was that he would rather die than that any poor sin-stricken son of Adam should lack the Word of life through any deficiency in his advocacy. (The) Society was the most glorious, the most god-like, of all institutions… and seeks to make known a common salvation to a perishing world (applause).

Did he say god-like? Yes, for it gives God’s revelation to man. And man needs it; he finds something within him that tells him he is not at peace with some great Being whom he does not see with the eye of flesh; he feels he has a spiritual nature possessing wants peculiar to itself. And here the Bible comes in and tells him how he can be restored to the favour of that Being, and how those spiritual wants may be satisfied.

Every man has a right to the Bible, Dr Charles said. The word of God is the universal specific for the moral diseases of our nature, and unlike other remedies its efficacy is not diminished by being largely participated, but on the contrary, the more it is diffused the better it is for all. Then friends let us say:-

We won’t give up the Bible,



For that alone can show


How we may gain salvation



From everlasting woe;


‘Tis that which wisely teaches



Forgiveness free through grace;


It shows the blood that cleanses,



And gives in heaven a place.
The deputation were happy to find that in the towns the people of these colonies were not so short of bibles as they expected; but he was still afraid that in the far bush there was a dearth of the word of life. They would be happy to cooperate with their friends in any place for extending the circulation of the scriptures in these colonies, as being of the utmost importance to their progress, for it is righteousness that exalteth a nation.  The friends of the bible in this colony were not only wanted to circulate it amongst themselves, but they were wanted to do something for other parts of the world, for after all, as Mr Law had said, what had been done for the heathen? In Europe the number of copies of holy scripture circulated was in about the proportion of 60 to every 100 persons; and in Africa 1 in 3,000, and as to China with its four hundred millions of inhabitants, what was one million testaments and fifty thousand copies of the bible amongst so many?

A collection was then made during which the Rev Price stated that the deputation would meet the friends of the Bible Society at certain places in the county. Mr Price proposed that this meeting adjourn until Thursday week  when they would again meet their friends; the deputation could not object, as they were in his hands (laughter). In the meantime he asked the young ladies of Launceston to form themselves into a committee and get up a tea meeting for that occasion. Mr Henry Dowling seconded, and the motion was carried by acclamation.

The doxology having been sung the meeting separated about half past nine o’clock, evidently highly delighted with the proceedings of the evening.
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