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Walk the Line

Sermon Text by Drew Mellor

Text: 
Hebrews 4:12-13

Intro:  

When my kids were younger they used to ask me to read to them stories from a book titled “What would Jesus do?”  It contained kids stories about children and their adventures and always ended with the character asking the question ‘What would Jesus do?’

A few years ago, I heard a challenging take on this famous line.  “How can you answer the question ‘What would Jesus do?’ if you don’t know what Jesus did”

So my question to today is this – 

Q. How deep will you let God’s Word cut?

In the film, “Walk the line” Johnny Cash and his brother Jack are talking together in their room about life.

“Look JR, I’m gonna be a preacher some day so I gotta know the Bible front to back.  I mean, you can’t help nobody if you can’t tell ‘em the right stories”

The Bible is God’s Word to us; it is THE ULTIMATE STORY about God’s love and God’s power at work in his creation, and therefore it is about God’s power and God’s love at work in you and me.   

Today we focus on the gift of God’s Word – the Bible – to us.  The writer of the Book of Hebrews speaks God’s word to us in this way

12What God has said isn't only alive and active! It is sharper than any double-edged sword. His word can cut through our spirits and souls and through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and thoughts of our hearts. 13Nothing is hidden from God! He sees through everything, and we will have to tell him the truth.

 
(Hebrews 4:12-13 (Contemporary English Version))
Let me profile two facts about the Bible that provide incentive to engage the Bible.

The Bible is God – Breathed. (2 Tim 3:16)

Some of you will have been involved in resuscitating someone who has drowned or stopped breathing.  Most of you have probably seen such a resuscitation on the screen in some fashion.  As an emergency room nurse over a period of more than 6 years I was involved in tens, if not hundreds of resuscitations, many of which I was responsible for the airway and I thankfully had use of appropriate equipment to do it.  But there were times when expired air resuscitation was necessary and all that kept that person alive was what I “inspired” into them. That inspired air, containing life giving oxygen is what kept their organs alive.

Pause for a moment, and quietly breathe in – and hold it.   Now breathe out slowly and breathe in again.  Feel the life.  In a similar way God has breathed life and vitality into the Bible, 

The apostle Paul tells us that all scripture is inspired, that is ‘God breathed’ and therefore beneficial for helping us grow into the people God created us to be.  While I welcome the affection with which people call it “The Good Book”, the Bible is not to be seen as one among many “good reads”. The Bible is God Breathed.

Secondly, the Bible, as the Word of God is “living and active”.

Because it is God-Breathed, it is life-changing. The Bible is not like other books or letters written by humans, the message of which is lost the moment it is read.  God does not speak into an unresponding void.  

God, in speaking through his prophet Isaiah, declares “That’s how it is with my words.  They don’t return to me without doing everything I send them to do” (Isaiah 55:11)  Every time God lines up, he kicks full points, puts it in the back of the net, and grounds it under the posts.  

Because the Word of God is living and active, God accomplishes a number of things through it in the lives of the people he created.

· It cuts one way or the other.  The words of Jesus, we are told, bring healing and life or they bring judgment. ( Jn 6:63, 12:48)  Peter used the Word of God to cut his hearers to the heart and they repented (Acts 2:37) yet shortly after, his new audience were cut so deep that they wanted to kill Peter (Acts 5:33)

We see this occur when the Word of God is proclaimed publicly with hundreds, when individuals share insights from God’s word with other individuals and when individuals reading God’s Word, sense the conviction of the Holy Spirit.  Those of you who regularly or sporadically keep a written journal of your devotional life will know first hand the prompting work of God’s Spirit as the Word of God, encountered afresh, is applied in your life resulting in correction and growth.  

This two edged sword of God is double edged – it has no blunt side.  Paul reminds us in his letter to the Ephesian church that the Word of God is the sword of the Spirit and provided for close combat.  

· It penetrates to the depths of a person’s inner core.  It is not unusual for people to communicate with me following a particular sermon with words such as “It’s like you read me as an open book.  I felt like you cut me open and looked right at the stuff I have been trying to hide”  Following such feedback I am quick to assure them that I had no such knowledge - yet clearly God did.  Importantly, I ask them what they have done in order to action God’s word to them.  

It exposes us – flays us open and probes at the deep recesses of or life, relationships and sin.  Just recently we have seen the public exposure of a high profile, ex sports personality turned footy commentator and fishing identity because of unfaithfulness in his marriage.  The public humiliation and obvious angst on their faces as he and his wife spoke of the circumstances, illustrate for us the pain associated with getting ‘caught out’.  

Summary

What God seeks to do however, through his penetrating word is to turn us around to face the right direction.  It is true that the text before us tells us that the Word of God fully exposes us for the sinful, shameful people that we are and yet also reminds us of the purpose of such exposing work of God.  

“So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God.  There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help.” (vs 16)

If you and I are honest, we know the merciful hand of God dealing with our sin and shame.  We know the penetrating work of the Word of God, getting in where no human can probe.  We know the shame of being “busted” and we know the temptation to run and hide.

But this is why we should celebrate the wonder and power of the Word of God.  It is in the Bible that we primarily encounter the Creator God, His Son Jesus who gives us life through his death, and the Holy Spirit who transforms us into the likeness of Jesus.

Johnny Cash’s brother nailed it for Johnny and he does so for us.  “You can’t help nobody if you can’t  tell ‘em the right stories”  Telling the right stories requires us to know the right stories and knowing the right stories requires that we allow the truth of the Word of God sink into the core of our being. 

How deep are you prepared to let God’s Word penetrate you?

As a church, the development of a culture that accepts the Bible as the revealed Word of God is crucial.  We must value the Scriptures; we must read them and apply them.  We must have a desire to help others engage the message of the Bible and encounter the God of the Bible.  Individually, you and I have got to start today with letting the Word of God penetrate the core of our very being, “So that his word can cut through our spirits and souls and through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and thoughts of our hearts.” 

That’s what it means to celebrate the Bible as the Word of God.

How deep are you prepared to let the sword of the Word of God to flay you and penetrate you?

